
 

 

Prime Time House Newsletter                                              Fall 2024 

PRIME TIME HOUSE ANNOUNCES AFFILIATION 

The Board of Directors of Prime Time 

House  is pleased to announce that the 

agency has affiliated with The Connection 

Inc., in Middletown,  to create a strategic 

alliance. This alliance aims to strengthen 

Prime Time Houseôs infrastructure and    

address the growing mental health needs of 

the community. Pooling resources and     

expertise will provide more comprehensive 

and effective mental health services,        

enhancing the overall well-being of Prime 

Time House members and the greater  

community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prime Time House Board President Jeff 

Geddes stated: ñThis is an exciting and 

vital juncture for Prime Time House, as 

this affiliation will capitalize on growth 

opportunities to meet the communityôs 

increasing mental health needs while 

continuing to support the overall well-

being of our current members.ò  

 

This affiliation was a result of a three-year 

strategic plan, completed in June of 2023, 

which highlighted specific initiatives for 

Prime Time House such as sustainability, 

program profiles, and community culture. 

One of the most important goals was the de-

velopment of relationships/partnerships to 

support membership growth, strengthen  

programming, and increase financial       

sustainability.  Toward this end, the Board of 

Directors hired consultant Anne Ruwet, in 

January 2024, to lead a Transition Commit-

tee to explore several potential agencies that 

would best fir the agencyôs future, including 

a clear understanding of the value of its    

existing programs and its members. Of 

equal  importance was the need for  financial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

stability, familiarity with the community, abil-

ity to provide strong and effective leadership, 

and a willingness to invest in the future of 

Prime Time House. This diligent exploration 

led to the selection of The Connection Inc., 

which possesses a shared focus on mental 

health, is experienced with a similar target 

population, and offers complimentary ser-

vices that will enhance the overall impact of 

this affiliation.  

 

A Letter of Agreement signed by both 

agencies on September 16, initiated this 
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much anticipated partnership.  Prime Time 

House will retain its name, location and non

-profit status. More importantly, 100% of do-

nations will continue to be used for Prime 

Time House programs. 

 

The Connection mission is building safe, 

healthy, caring communities and inspiring 

people to reach their full potential as pro-

ductive and valued citizens. With 45 unique 

programs, throughout Connecticut, the Con-

nection has developed operational systems 

to ensure that services are high quality and 

effective. With Quality Improve-

ment teams in place, they con-

tinuously monitor outcomes, 

and  client satisfaction. Inter-

ventions for improvements are 

immediately put in place 

should deficiencies be noted. 

 

Their diverse range of services 

include eight residential and 

community-based Behavioral 

Health programs; nineteen 

Housing and Homeless Ser-

vices, which includes the oper-

ation of supportive Housing for Families in 

the Torrington area.; five Family Support 

Services, both residential and community 

based; and twelve Community Justice, work 

release and community based programs. 

 

Under the leadership of Chief Executive   

Officer Lisa Dematteis-Lepore, The Con-

nection operates with a strong financial sta-

bility of $60 million, and has a diverse 

stream of funding from 60 state, federal, 

town and foundation grants.  

 

Itôs robust internal support departments      

include Property Management, Quality and 

Risk Management, Management Information 

Systems and Information Technology, Fi-

nance, Human Resources, Training and Con-

sultation, Communications and Development 

which will all be available to enhance Prime 

Time Houseôs current operations. As well, its 

clinically skilled, long-tenured staff will be ac-

cessible and present to support Prime Time 

staff. 

 

ñOn behalf of The Connection board of di-

rectors and our entire staff team, we are 

truly excited with this wonderful oppor-

tunity to affiliate with Prime 

Time House! Prime Time 

House and The Connection 

share a unified Mission in 

Connecticut, serving the 

most vulnerable citizens. 

 

From the moment I stepped 

into the PTH Clubhouse, the 

environment of a safe, caring 

and home inspired environ-

ment truly touched my heart, 

and I knew then that together 

our organizations would 

align. Together we will combine our re-

sources and expertise to enhance our 

overall impact in our beautiful state.ò 

                                   - Lisa Dematteis-Lepore 

The agency was formed in Middletown in 

1972 by social advocates Kªtchen Coley 

and Nancy Flanner, as a community re-

sponse to the need for continued safe 

housing for people after exiting treatment 

programs. Even in 1972, our founders rec-

ognized that long term recovery requires 

on-going, multi-faceted support.  



 

 

20  generous  donors  raised  a  total of 

$5,280 during the Northwest Corner Gives 

2024 campaign. This was matched with 

$5,000 by the Northwest CT Community 

Foundation, who organized this social giv-

ing platform, held from July 8 through the 

28.  

These funds will enable us to expand our 

art therapy program here in our clubhouse. 

Two years ago Northwest Corner Gives en-

abled us to raise $10,000 to offer art thera-

py classes at Five Points Center for Visual 

Arts, ending with an exhibition at Five 

Points Annex. Despite this resourceful part-

nership, transporting attendees to Five 

Points proved to be difficult. Having to leave 

our campus was problematic for many 

members who wanted to participate. 

On the heels of this successful year of art 

therapy we decided to create an art studio 

equipped with the supplies and workspace 

in our Clubhouse. Art Educator & Therapist 

Jenna Gonzalez will teach classes here, in 

continuation to the classes she offered at 

Five Points. These classes enable those 

challenged with mental health disorders to 

engage in a weekly art therapy class, where 

they can explore their emotions in a safe 

and healing environment while also devel-

oping self-esteem, communication skills, 

and trauma-processing capabilities.  

We are very appreciative to our generous 

donors and to the Northwest CT Communi-

ty Foundation for partnering with us on this 

program. 

ñGiving is most blessed and most       
acceptable when the donor remains 
completely anonymous.ò  - Maimonides 

THE NORTHWEST CORNER GAVE! 

ANGELS AMONG US 

During the time frame of the North-

west Corner Gives campaign, a 

phone message returned resulted in 

the generous gift or $10,000 to be 

used for our art therapy program. 

The donor expressed the desire to 

make this anonymous gift directly to 

us and not through the Community 

Foundation. Because of this selfless 

act of generosity, our art therapy pro-

gram will help members for years to 

come. Our heartfelt gratitude to this 

benevolent donor. 



 

 

      ENHANCING MENTAL WELLNESS THROUGH SUMMER FUN   

Prime Time House offers social, recreation-

al, wellness, and advocacy programs        

encouraging members to develop healthy 

relationships and social skills to support their 

recovery, health, and wellness. These activi-

ties are meant to improve mood, reduce 

stress and anxiety, and help with sleep. 

Many help with cognitive function, self-

esteem, and coping ability.  

Summer was a particularly social season at 

Prime Time House, which hosted various 

recreational activities to ease the everyday 

stresses of life, reduce anxiety and encour-

age camaraderie and friendship. Noteworthy 

events on campus included picnics on     

Memorial Day, 4th of July, and Labor Day,    

a talent show, a Staff Appreciation Day, and 

a summer dance. Away from campus,      

members went to MT. Tom and Burr Pond, 

went bowling and mini golfing. Wellness ac-

tivities included a creative writing group, art 

classes, yoga, hiking, baking, movies & pop-

corn, mindful movement, nutritional cooking, 

meditation, forest bathing, gardening, and 

bingo!  

Burr Pond 

Staff Appreciation Day 

Talent Show  

Fourth of July Summer Picnics 

Outdoor Activities 



 

 

PRIME FINDS Home for the Holidays 2024 

 

LOURDES IN LITCHFIELD WELCOMES US BACK 

  

  

 

Pilgrim Hall at Lourdes in Litchfield will once again  

be transformed into a holiday shopping bazaar 

filled with donated treasures. Opening this year for 

our ninth year, the store has become a Litchfield 

County holiday tradition. 

November 16 - December 29 
Tuesday - Saturday:  10 am - 4 pm 

Sunday:  11 am - 4 pm 
Closed Thanksgiving Day 
Christmas Eve: 10 am - 1 pm 
Closed Christmas Day 

 
LOURDES OF LITCHFIELD LOCATED 
AT 83 MONTFORT ROAD (RTE. 118) 

LITCHFIELD CT  

 

JOIN US AT 

PRIME FINDS 
Home for the Holidays 

 
Donate gently used, high quality furniture, 
home & holiday d®cor. 
 
Sponsor the store. Sponsorship is a great way 
to get the store off to a great start and demon-
strate your support for our organization who is at 
the forefront of caring for those struggling with 
their mental wellness. 
 
Volunteer as a Sales Associate or Cashier at 
the store. It is rewarding and a wonderful way to 
demonstrate your care for those struggling with 
their mental wellness. 
 
Shop unique goods at great prices. 100% of 
the proceeds benefit the programs at Prime Time 
House. 

For schedule updates and special events check www.facebook.com/primefindslitchfield 


